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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SP-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 
NSAE-00 PA-02 ICA-20 /047 W 

006472 180110Z/61 

P 172230Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7435 
INFO AMCONSUL CALGARY 
AMCONSUL HALIFAX 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
AMCONSUL QUEBEC 
AMCONSUL TORONTO 
AMCONSUL VANCOUVER 
AMCONSUL WINNIPEG 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 02524 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, CA 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON MACLEAN'S ARTICLE ABOUT 
AMERICAN POLICY ON QUEBEC 

1 . IN ARTICLE ENTITLED "GOD BLESS AMERICA" IN MAY 15 
EDITION OF MACLEAN'S, IT IS ASSERTED THAT: 

"THE U.S. CONSUL-GENERAL IN QUEBEC CITY, FRANCIS 
MCNAMARA, DISCREETLY CALLED ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS MINISTER CLAUDE MORIN TO WARN THAT PENTAGON 
FOREHEADS WOULD FURROW AT THE THOUGHT OF A GAPING 
HOLE OF NEUTRALITY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
SOVIET UNION. MORIN. WHOSE MAIN OPERATING PHILOSOPHY 
IS PRAGMATISM. GRACEFULLY CAPITULATED. AN INDEPENDENT 
QUEBEC, HE LATER PUBLICLY DECLARED, WOULD PARTICIPATE 
IN NATO, AND HE ADDED: 'IT IS EVEN MORE EVIDENT THAT 
WE CANNOT CREATE A VACUUM IN NORTH AMERICA BY WITH- 
DRAWING FROM NORAD. WE ACCEPT OUR SHARE OF COLLECTIVE 
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SECURITY RESPONSIBILITIES."' 

2. WE HAVE DECIDED THAT, IF ASKED, WE SHOULD MAKE THE 
FOLLOWING COMMENT ABOUT THIS PART OF THE ARTICLE: 

THE MAY 15TH EDITION OF MACLEAN MAGAZINE CARRIES AN 
ARTICLE WHICH STATES THAT THE US CONSUL GENERAL IN 
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QUEBEC CITY TOOK THE INITIATIVE TO RAISE WITH AN 
OFFICIAL OF THE QUEBEC GOVERNMENT THE QUESTION OF 
QUEBEC'S POSTURE, REGARDING THE DEFENSE OF NORTH 
AMERICA, IN THE HYPOTHETICAL CIRCUMSTANCE OF QUEBEC 
INDEPENDENCE. 

THE EMBASSY WISHES TO STATE THAT THIS ALLEGATION IS 
NOT TRUE. 

3. FULL TEXT OF ARTICLE IS BEING POUCHED TO EUR/CAN. 
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